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With extreme 
precision, this 
Government 
set up Nama – 
so why do they 
care so little 
for the lives  
of children?

by Alan Shatter TD
FINE GAEL SPOKESMAN FOR CHILDREN

T
HE death of

aniel McA-
naspie at the 
hands of un-
known assail-
ants is et an-

other tragic death of a 
oung person supposedl

in the care of the State. 
Neither the State nor the HSE 

can e held directl  responsi le 
for the events which immediatel
resulted in his death and which 
are now the su ect of a Garda 
investigation. However  serious 

issues must e addressed as to 
the nature of the care afforded to 
this tragic oung man.

hat is re uired is an inde-
pendent in uir  with a complete 
examination of all HSE records 
and interviewing of those with 
whom he came into contact 
within the care s stem and with 
famil  mem ers.

aniel s famil  mem ers who 
spoke out esterda  clearl  feel 
he was neglected  those re-
sponsi le for his protection and 
their views must e listened to 
now  even if the  weren t during 
his tragicall rief life.

The commencement of such 

an in uir  should not e dela ed
 the Garda investigation or 

an  possi le prosecution and 
ultimatel  a full report ensuring 

oth transparenc  and account-
a ilit  must e pu lished. e
know that at least oung peo-
ple have died whilst in the care 
of the State in the past decade.

This Thursda  is the first an-
niversar  of the pu lication of 
the an Commission report. 

espite pu lication  the 
Government last ul  of an im-
plementation plan to implement 
the an Commission recom-
mendations  the past  months 
have continued to see a litan  of 
child protection failures and ver
little in real terms has changed.

Failure
Nine findings made  the 

Children s m udsman of un-
sound administration  against 
the HSE and two such findings 
in respect of the Office of the 
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Minister for Children  in her re-
port pu lished last week  stark-
l  illustrate the failure oth of 
Government and the HSE to af-
ford to children the protection 
to which the  are entitled.

Had ine Gael not pu lished 
in March the report into the 
tragic death of Trace a  the 
true stor  of the scandalous fail-
ure of the State to address the 
needs of this oung girl would 
never have een told.

Astonishingl  some six weeks 
later the HSE saw fit to pu lish
a censored version of the same 
report that gave little true in-
sight into the ackground 
events and failures. The full -
page report into the death of 
another oung man avid o-
le  also remains unpu lished
the HSE onl  pu lishing a cen-
sored version that also fails to 
full  explain what happened.

ine Gael was also responsi le
for pu lishing utting Children 

irst And Meaning It  a A Con-
sulting report  completed in Oc-
to er  and commissioned 

 the HSE itself. 
This addresses in detail the 

failed management structure of 
the HSE and proposes su stan-
tial structural reform et with-
out ine Gael s intervention the 
content of that important re-
port would remain secret.

The A Consulting report and 
the recent Om udsman for Chil-
dren s report each document 
the total failure of Government 
over a decade to take the action 
necessar  to ensure uniform ap-
plication of the  Child ro-
tection Guidelines  Children 

irst  throughout the State. 
It wasn t until pu lication of 

the Om udsman s report that 
we learned for the first time 
that  along parts of the east 
coast  part of the reason for a 
failure  social workers to ap-
pl  in full the Children irst 
guidelines was the existence of 
an industrial dispute. 

This dispute involving the Im-
pact trade union and the East-
ern egional Health Authorit
su se uentl  the HSE  com-

menced in . To this da  it 
has not een resolved. Aston-
ishingl oth the Government 

and the HSE  as well as the un-
ion  kept secret the existence of 
this dispute.

It is not that we lack prescrip-
tions as to the actions that are 
re uired here. It is simpl  that 
successive Ministers for Children 
and the Government have paid 
lip service to child protection
whilst the  have utterl  failed to 
prioritise the action necessar  to 
ensure we have a properl  func-
tioning  well co-ordinated child 
protection service.

or example a  report  like 
the reports of  and  doc-
umented the a sence of a uniform 
computerised information s stem 
accessi le  child care workers 
throughout the State. espite the 
recognition of the need for such a 
s stem in  the epartment of 

inance has still failed to sanction 
the funding necessar  for it to e
put in place.

The Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on Children pu lished  in 
Septem er  proposals for 
legislation for the use of soft in-
formation for vetting  the 
gardaí of those working with 
children  either professionall  or 
in voluntar  capacities. 

This cross-part  committee 
unanimousl  asked that the leg-
islation e pu lished ecem-

er . Not onl  has it not 
een pu lished ut it is not 

even prioritised in the Govern-
ment s current legislative pro-
gramme and it has little chance 
of ecoming law efore the mid-
dle of .

In the meantime  the dedicat-
ed people working in the Garda 
vetting ureau in Thurles are 
overwhelmed  work and there 
is currentl  a -  week dela ed 
response to vetting re uests.

Fault
In ecem er  new child 

protection guidelines were pu -
lished on the we site of Minister 

arr  Andrews epartment. No 
announcement was made of their 
existence. Copies were not fur-
nished to frontline social workers 
and to date no training of an  de-
scription has een put in place to 
ensure their application. 

Just a week ago  five months 
after their pu lication  Minister 
Andrews announced that print-
ed copies of the guidelines would 
shortl ecome availa le. 

espite the central statutor
role conferred on the Children s
Om udsman  it seems that the 
new guidelines were not su mit-
ted to her for comment efore 
pu lication. In her report pu -
lished last week Emil ogan 
details amendments identified 
as necessar  to the guidelines.

The extent to which the right 
hand does not co-ordinate with 
the left hand in the child protec-

tion area  the fault for which lies 
firml  at door of the Government 
and the HSE  is trul  astounding.

hat is re uired is a radical 
change of ethos and approach. 
We are drowning in reports and 
soft pu lic relations commen-
tar  from Minister Andrews. 
What is needed is action. If
within a short period of time
legislation as complex as that 
applica le to Nama can e pu -
lished and enacted  we need to 
ask wh  simpler legislation on 
vetting to provide protection for 
children at risk is given no prior-
it  Government at all and 
wh  legislation to give statutor
force to the Children irst 
guidelines will not e pu lished

efore the end of this ear.
Additionall  there should e

an immediate increase in the 
staff working in the Garda vet-
ting ureau.

As part of the reforms neces-
sar  serious uestions must now 

e addressed as to whether it is 
appropriate at all that the HSE 
continues to retain primar  re-
sponsi ilit  for our childcare 
services  or whether this respon-
si ilit  should e independent of 
the HSE and made trul  trans-
parent and accounta le.

As this week marks the anni-
versar  of the an Commission 

eport  the Government should 
stop prevaricating and finall
announce its acceptance for the 
wording for a Referendum on 
Children s Rights  as pu lished
three months ago  the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Chil-
dren  and commit to the holding 
of that referendum no later than 
Octo er this ear.

The children of this nation de-
serve no less a commitment.


